		Surname			
Name
Professor
Course Title
Date
Comparison of Fate and Destiny of the life of Oedipus
Fate and destiny are two concepts that have caused fierce debate across the science, religion, and literally worlds. People do not seem to agree which of the concepts determines the course of one’s life. Although it widely alleged that the destiny an individual chooses determines the direction that life will take, a vast number of people believe that life is by fate; a predetermined path in which one has no choice over. Those who believe in destiny follow the values instilled in them by their parents with the aim of achieving a particular goal they have set for their life. Others who believe in fate believe life outcomes are determined by luck and no matter how much effort they put to get or avoid something, if it to happen it has to happen, nothing can be avoided. The two concepts have both been used in literature especially in ancient Greek and Roman plays. One Greek mythology story, Oedipus the King emphasizes the role of fate in life rather than destiny.
It had been prophesied that Oedipus would kill his father and marry his own mother, a fate that Oedipus put all his effort to avoid. Throughout his life from childhood to adulthood, he had to try to assemble the little pieces of his past but no one would say anything regarding this prophecy. He went to the Oracle of Delphi and this is where he learned of his fate but in an unclear way. Upon learning of his fate, he left his hometown of Corinth to avoid killing his adoptive father, whom he thought was his biological father (Zachrisson 315). He had no idea that running away from home was the force that was leading him to his fate, an encounter with his real father.
He runs into a chariot on his way to Thebes and it just so happened that the driver of the chariot was his biological father. They do not recognize each other and they get into a heated fight because Laius had ordered him out of the road. Oedipus felt the demand was on insult and killed him in the process. Fate had unconsciously driven him into the path of Laius, his biological father and he executed the prophecy. Later in life, he learns that his father was killed and he seeks to know the killers not knowing again he was the killer (Zachrisson 318). He had tried to avoid fate by never returning to Corinth, where he believed his parents were. Unfortunately, this action led him to his real father.
In his quest to know the killers of his father, he seals another fate in his life, the destructive phase of knowing the truth in his life. He compulsively continues his search for the killer despite the warning from Apollo. It is through his own questioning that he learns fate had been sealed and he is the killer of his father after all. He further learns that his wife was his mother. His summoning of the blind prophet of Tiresia for questioning brought with it his past deeds. At first, Tiresia falters to talk about Laius’ killers, but when Oedipus loses his calm the prophet speaks out, “Hear me out. Since you have thrown my blindness at me I will tell you what yours don’t see: what evil you are steeped in. You don’t see where you live or who shares your house. Do you know your parents? You are their enemy in this life and down there with the dead.”  (Sophocles and Murray 445)Oedipus had been ignorant that by searching the killers of his father, he was sealing his own fate.
It was also by fate that Oedipus was saved after being left to die as an infant to escape his destiny. His parents had left him in the hands of the gods by abandoning him at Mt Cithaeron with his legs riveted; they had made sure there was no chance of survival but the gods had something else in mind. Many of the unwanted children who were deserted would end up dying but fate intervened in his case; a shepherd came by and took him (Thomson and Heather). This action that was supposed to have saved his life only bought him more time alive to encounter fate in his life. There was nothing that he could do to alter the course his life was taking, a characteristic domination of fate over free will.
While Oedipus had tried to live a clean man, even trying to leave home to avoid killing his father, fate had led him to commit the most grievous sins in Greek culture; patricide and incest. He learns he is the one responsible for the plague that had befallen Thebes. The prophet had indicated that the plague was because of the death of King Laius. The discovery prompts Jocasta to commit suicide and Oedipus to destroy his eyes. His search for the killers was due to his good intentions in bringing the plague to an end, but it was his downfall (Lucas 176). He became blind and left the throne to his two sons, who neglected him in his final years alive making him leave them with a curse.
As observed in the life story of Oedipus, fate rather choices had shaped his destiny; from being abandoned at the mountain as an infant, being adopted by Polybus the King of Corinth, leaving Corinth to avoid killing his father and eventually meeting and killing his real father. His marriage to Jocasta, who was unknowingly his mother and his quest to get the killers of his father are all dominated by fate. His destiny had been determined by fate and no matter the decision he made to avoid fate, it followed him and eventually led to his downfall as the King of Corinth.
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